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“Well, th ror eartliguake Was Lon Yoors
npo, just afver I came. 1 reckon T oughter
roetoetnber #. I was a goeer sort o'day
o the fall, dry and bol, a8 if thar misht

ey bin o fire in the woods, only there
w t no wind. Not a breath of air auy-
w The leavesn of them alders hung

zbit as a ploed Line. Except for that
strewm amd thal thar wheel, nothin'
Thiur wasn't & bird oo the wing
thal thar wasn't o squlrrel
sk irroasbin® cnhe holl wood; eventhellzards
In the rovks stlTenod Hke stone Chitese
kiols, Ir kept gertin® quidter and quicter
outdl 1 walked out on et ledige npd Telt
as If I'd have to give a yell just 1o hear
iy own ¥Yoloe, Thar was o thin yvell over
everyihing, nnd betwist apd betweenevery-
thinge. and the sun was rooted inthe niddle
of 1t as 1f L coplan'y wove peither, Every-
thin' sesmiad to e waitin', waitin®, waltin®,
e rudden suthin® seemed to
givesamewhar! Bathio’ fetehsl away with
A gieer sort of mimbilin® s I the peg had
Wl outer création I looked up nod
sere hiall a dogen of Loglders
cotre, Hokity switch, down the grode. Bty
darn my skin if ¢ of “em sthrred, amd yet
while 1 was lookin® the whole fare o'
that blaff bowed over sofiy, as if saying
wood-bye,' and got clewo away somew ling
before 1 knowed I, Why, You see that plie
agin the side o' the canon! Well, a thoo-
sand feet uoder that there’s trees, three
humadred feet, stifl upright and standin’,
Yo know bow them plues over of that
far mounialn side always seom to be
cliptin' up, wp, up. over each other's
beads 1o the vVery top? Well, Mr. Key,
1 saw et climbin'! And when 1 pulled
wyeell fogellier and got back o 1he mill
eryibing was guict, and so was the il
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wheel, and (ere wasu't two inches of |

water in the rivert”
“An what did you ihink of 1" said
Key. bmarested 1o spdte of his impatience.
“I thought, Mr. Key—. No, 1 musn't
sy 1 thoaght, for | knowed it T knowed
that suthin® had bhappened to iy wirel™
Eey did not smile, bat even felt & faint

| superstitious (hrill as he gazed at him,
think you sadd—at least, | gathered the idea | After a pause Collinson resumed: 1 beard
| & month after that she bad died about that
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time o yaller fever in Texoas with the party
she woas comin’ with. Her folks wrote
thint they died ke Mics, aud woz all buried
together, unbeknownxl oand o MO,
and thar wasn™t no renuins.  Bhe stipped
away from me ke that binfl on that river,
nod thnt was the end of i

*Hut shie night have escaped,” sald
Koy, gquiskly forgetvims hitnsedf inhls eager-
Visn

It Collinsananiyshook s head. “Then
shie’'d have been here,”™ he sald, gravely
o pneviest tow i Ledonr s alsriet-
edly, beld out his hood, ghoak Ls compinn-
bons warnuly, aod, ga ving he woulld sadadle
his Horse lionsdll, departid. A sense 'of
digappointiuent, inowhileh o vogae dissatis-
faction with huusell was mingled, was
o thathoad cotge of Bl imorview, Hetook
| himsell severely to tnsk Tor following his
aquest =0 far. It & unwurthy
af the presidont of the Bylvan 8ilver Hollow
siere bt
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proncied i anger, whno waore o
Joose brown dJuiter ovur clithes
thHAL Appoiart] Lo b sugdiriar it fashion
o) nunterind, nlss had part of his face
ind hend dreaped by o white silK bt
kercliief weorn wader Lds hon, oxrens :
heep the sun od deeEt feogn hits b and
neck=—and 1 the adyvanta hime
He only caught the flosh of af steel
ETIY eves, a8 the newoomer, apparently
hoving satisfied B * Tein 1o his

| spiritedstesad and easily repassed the coach,

disappearing in o clond of dust before it
Bat Eey had by this time reachod the
“oit-of £, which  the  sirapger, A0 he

Intetnkd 1o follow the

eouch, elther dis-

dained or was Iguorant of , and he urged |

his horse (o dts oSt spissd.  Even witlithe
would e a close

o' addvinntagres it
Lhe statlon,

» darhed on he wi
o mwnns jnseneibie 1w the Fomew
Quixoue noature of b underiaking. I
he was right o his saep; i thint o signal
hail teen given by the lndy (o the stean
v was exceedingly protiable that he b
discovered not only the fair inmaie of
robbhers’ dem, bar one of the gange jtself,
or at least a confederate and ally. Yet,
fur frot erring him, in that ingenjous
soplistrs w which le wase apt to treat
hls romance, be now looked upon his adg
venture a5 a practical porsulc in the ine
teresis of law and Jjustice. It was irue
that 1t was rald that the bamd of road
agents hod been dispecsed:; it was a fact
that there bod besn no spoliation of co
or teatus for three weeks, but pone of
depredators Bnd ever beon caught, and their
boory , which was conzsiderabile, wos known
1o be stlll intact. It was (o the intérest
of the mive, his pactnoers; @nd Lthe workmen
that this clue to 8 donger thal threatened
the Tocalivy shiouid be rollowed to the end.
As o he lnd ¥ g spice of e disappolniment
thav still rankled jn his breast, e conld be
mognonimoeus! Bhe might be tho pora-
monr of the strongee horeeman; she might be
ouly escaping from eome hoteful compan-
fonship by lis aid. And yet one thing
puzied him; she was evidenudy not ne-
quainted with tho personality of the ac-
uvie gang, for sbe Lad, without doubit, ab
ficst mistaken bim for one of them, and
afler rocognizing ber resl accormples lind
comumnnicated ber mistake to liim

It was o great rellef 1o Mim when the
rouph and tangled “‘cut -off' gt last
broadened and lightened into the turnpike
road again, and be beheld, kcarcely a
quarter of a mile before b, the dost
clond that overhung the coach 4s it drew
up At the 1x wavside station, He was
Intlme, for he knew the horses were chnnged
there, but 0 sudden fenr that the falr un-
Enown might alight or take some other
couveyanes, made him still #pour his joded
stecd forward, As he neared the station
be gloveed engerdy aroumd for the other
horseman, but e was nowhere to be seen.
He -bad evidently elther abandoned the
chase or ridden ahead,

It seemed equally & part of what he be-
Ieved wios o providential intercession that
on arriving at the station he found there
was @ vacant seal inside the coich. Jo

by

L

was dlagonally opposite tbat occupled by

the Jndy, and he was thus enabled to study
her foce as it wos begl over her book, whose
pges, however, shiy séarcely turoed. Aftler
her Mrst casunl glanes of curiosity ot the
new  pasengers, sha seemed (0 toke no
more potice of him, amd Koy began to
womier 1IFhe hond povmistaken her previons
luteryogaiing ook  Nor wos it his only
disturbing  query; he' was consclous of
the seme disnppolitment, now thal he could
examine ber face more attentively, os In

his st cursory sinnpec Hhe was (or
tainly hamlgomie; If thens was no lomger th
frosluness of ully there woas sl the fo-

definable chann of the womnn of thirty,
wind with 1L the delieats Unes of experienced
Mulletrity i reposes.  Botoe of 1Hese Hies,
partislarly around the modth and fringed
exyclids, wero divponed a8 by poln, aod
thir o, even in ity roundod follness, hod
the smie of detormination From what
was visible below the brown  lUnen
“aueter” that shesware, stie appeared 1o
B tastemlly althongl not richly dressed
AN thit o h ot lnst drovie away frormn this
siftion o grizeled, formerdookiog moan
seiuted bestde her ottered o slgh of reller
0 pilpabils ax (o afgmaot the geoeral at-
Tenon Turn to hils fulr nelghbor
with & smille or outh bt good-hiutored
lyin it --)'.phlll.i‘l"n
“Youn me, miss! 1
kuow erxuitly bow yod're feehn'—for,
Juilsing From Your Jooks apd general gall,
You're n strafmer g (s parts—bhnt e

npuloey,
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feol ezaotly wnfe from' these Yer road
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. Tivonfess, ai
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bowed vonrt ;
“When Toenternsd thi et b with me
a bulky parcel whilch was on 00

large for my pockerE, Yol as eyl
sl and too viluable 1o be entrosted o
the ordinary hog velng difficuity,
onr chorming npunion apposite, oul of
e vairy klndnessind linodenceofher ivart,
offercdl 10 moke a place for It in her
satoehel, whilch was not full. ['aceepted the
offer Joxfolly, When' I staue to you, genthe-
e, l|l;l| that pae contalned valwtie
Guyernment bondsto mElderablpanioont,
I o %0 pol to caim yooar praise for any
originality of my own, bul to meke this
publie avewal to our fair fellow-pissenger
for accepting this most perfeclt securlhy
and jramunity from the read agent thag
has been yeb recorded,”

With his eyves riveted on the lady’s Tace,
Key kaw n falnt color riso to hee other-
wise impassive face, which might have
been called out by the enthnslostic proise
thnt follpwed the Iawrer's confession
But hie was painfa ebhselous of whutnow
soetiel 8 monstrobf situntion!  Here wos
the netnal accomplled or confidante of the
roud agents calmi

e

ceeiving the compla-

eent and pueeile m?‘_‘mmnsur the men who

were stoking to owddit them,  Could he, in
ordinary justice tof feni, to himselr, or the
mission he helieved b wiis pursulng, re-
train from exposig Ber—or warnhig them
privately. Bul whs be cérlain? Was a
vague remembrage of & profile momen-
tarily seen—aml ak b musk even now ad-
niit, Inconskstent weith the full fase he was
gazing ar—sufficient for such &n accusa-
tion? More thion fhat, was the protection
she had zmmm-m\_}' arforded. the lawyer
cotelstont with tha function of g pecon-
pce?

“Then if the danger's over," gald the
lady gently, reaching down to draw her
satehel from under the seat, “1 suppose I
may return it to you.™

“ByY Do niei Don't trouble yourself.
Pray allow me to still remain your dettor—
at leastns far as (o the pext stution,” suid
this lowyer gnllpptly. %

The lady uttervd & langull sigh, sank
bhack in her seat, aud calmly settled herself
to the perusal of her book. Key felt bis
chiceks beginning to burn with the cmbar-
rassment aml shame of his evident miscon-
ception. And bere he was on his ‘way o
Marysville to follow & woman for whom he
felt he no longer eartd, pnd tor whose pur-
suit e hod no longer thi exouse of Jus-
tice,

“Then T understand that vou have tiwkes
Rreen these road agenis,”™ soid the proivs-
sional man, turning to the miner. "Of
course you conld be abie o identify them?*”

“Nary aman!  You g2 they ‘reall ionsked
and only ong of ‘et everspeaks.”

“The leader orn chief?"

“No, the vrator.”

“The orator?’ repeated the professional
o in pmagement,

“Well, you ses, T call him the orator, for
ne's inighity glib with lustongue and reclsoft
wll ho bos to say like as If he bad & by
neart.  He's mighty rough oo you, tou,
sonetimes, for pll bis higl-toned style, Ef
hn thinks o mon is hidin® anything he jest
sualpid him with hils tongue, niud bloged if [
domn’t think he lkes the chance of doin’ it
He'sgot i rogular get apeect, nnd be's bound
lo go through it all, aven if he mokes every-
thing waltand runsthe rigk of capture.  Yet
Lo ain'y the chisf—and even, 've heard
folks eoy, ain't gol any respoosibility if
| s took, for he don't tects soy ody or -
B onsy—and conliln's be prosecuted.
on he's gome sort of a broken-down
lowyer—d'ye el

“Not much of b lawyer, T kuagine, " sald
the pirofessionnl m ling, **For le il find
bitsell quite mistalen o8 to LiE shore of
responsibilivy.  Bat 1t's a rother clever way
of conetaling the dentity of the Feal leader."

“Its the smarest gang thot was evor
starivd i the Sierras They laukal e
shepiff of Sierea thie other day,  They ghve
b o sort of ddea that they bad o jindg of
heiddin® placs in Uhe Woorlds Whar” the ¥ mel ol
kept thelr bot 5 and, by Jinks! be goed down
thar® with his holl posse— just spilin® for a
Flight—and only lights ujon o gang of oo
et greenberis who were boring for gilver
|u!l thiy very spol where e allowed the

roblrrs had thelrden!  He ain't held up by
| wtid . i ™

Key dast n qulok glance ft the lody to

Ibis Rt of his revelation.  Hut Yier

1l’u< d=If the sioce profile e bad seen ae
the winilow bitraved nelther copcern e

curiesity.  He Jet his eyos drop to the

smart oot thot preped from elow her
gown, Gud the thought of his tryinge o
Wentily it with the slipper he had picked
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Ll stz with & blick n
ich, howeyer, Ehowsl half of & smoot
Hhoss lce S an al 3
| ot Thespeaken clennsd Wis throat with
the shight preparatory coughof e peacriced
tory al, approaching the witndow, to
¥'8 nlenRe sUTpTiSCe. Y Iean
in the identical, professionnl and rhetorical
sty le previousiy indi d By the mainer.

et g

“Cincumstaneed over, which we have no
vontral, gentlemen, compel us te ablige
i e fght, stand o a4 mw on obe shile,

wod hold ap your hands, You will fod the
attitude not unpleasunt after your cramped

presition In the copbol, while the change
from |ts confined aic to the wholvseme
night biredte of the Bicrras ¢an not bhet

prove silutary aod refneshing. It willalao
ennhle us (o relleve you of such so-called
valuables and treasores o the way of gold
1t and coln which, I regret to say, too
often are misapplidd In careless hands, and
whivh the teacings of the highest moraliny
st Iy denounce as the root of all evil!

I nevil not mform you, gentiemen, as bhusi-
nex2 men, that promptitude and celerity
of complinnes will insure despatoh and

shorten an interyiew which has been some-
times oeeillessiy and, I regret to say, pain-
fully protraeted.’”

He drew bhack deliberately with the same
monotonoius precision of babit, and dis-
closed the muzzies of his confedemics’
weapons still levelled at the passengers,
In spite of thelr astenishiment, indignation
anid discombiture, his practiced effrontecy
and deliberate displiy appeared in sotne
wity to touch thelr humorous sense, and
one or two smiled hysterivillly 85 they rose
and besitatingly sl oot 'of the vehicle,
1t 1s possitile, however, Lhat the levelled
shotgung contributed wore or less directly
to this result,

Two masks began to search the passen-
gers ander thy combined focos of Lhe
bull'seyes, the shining gun barreis, and a
running but still corefally preparad com-
mentary from ihe spokvsman: “‘It 15 to
bie regretted Lhat business men, instead of
intrusting thelr property to the custady of
the repnlacly constitoted EXpress ngenite
still contioue to secrete it ot thelr per-
sons, a4 costom  that, without enhancing
its Becurity. is not only an injustice 1o the
express company, bot a great detriment
to desputch. We also wiah to polot ot
that while we do not as & rule interfen:
with e possession of articles of ordinary
personnl use or adgrotmient, Such as simjije
Jewelry or watches, We reserve our right
to  festtivt by confiscation the vulgority
and ynmaniiness of dinmonds and enormoas
fob chains'

The tet of spolintion was apparently
complete, yeu it was evident that the orator
wis restraloliyg bimself for & more ef-
foctive climnx. Clenring bhis throat
agaln and stepping before Lhe Jmpatient
but sl mystified file of passengers, be
reviewed  them gravely. Then, in @ per-
fectly piiched tone of mingled paln and
apology, be sald slowly:

“It would seem thut, from oo wish of
our own, we are obliged on this presont
oceasion to suspond ung or Lwo of our ususl
ales.  We aire' not e U habit of Inter-
fering with the “wearing apparel of our
esteemed ol , but In the lnterests of
ordiuary b nity, we arc obliged to

reuove the bBools of the gentlemas on the
extrme feft, wikh evideutly give him
great pain and Impeds his locomotlon
We also seldom devuite from our mle of
obliging car clents Lo hold sp their hands
during this exaginallon, bot we gladly
make an exception in faver of the gen
man pext Lo him, and permit him to hand
us' the alogether too beavily welghted
holter which presses aupon bils hip Gen-
tlemicnl™ satd the orator, sbightly ralaing
his volce wilh o degrecaling gesture
“you need pot be olormed! The indi
uant movement of our frend  Just - pow
wWis not lo drow s revolver—for it
o't there! He poused while his com.
panjons speedily removed the farmer's
PvotA B the mioer’s holster, and with

a sHII more apalogetls alr, approached
the coach whers onls ¢ Lidy remalbed
ervot hokd resld in ber o 7. “And puw,’
e sald, with shmalsted hesitation, “we

corie 1o {he 1nst atd U0 us Wie most painfis)
suspiision of our rules iy very
rire oCcanl whieh we have Deen e

thene

with the vwte OF the Fair
been our mviriable costam ool oply 1o
erve them in oodisturbed b
| thetr properiy, bat even of
ns woll It 15 with deep rezret that on tids

we am oblized

For in 1

to
* predent linstance the

make an ex

indy out of the itheress of ber beart
polilcgess of hHer sex has bar-

Nersell nat oily wil the welghs
respoosthillity of no pet furoed

er by« of the phasang We

 we Delleve, otlenien, that

| of You will agree w us that &
| scandilous pnd unmonly an auempt
{ e our roles aond vieliste e sanciicr
of the Indy's humuoily will ever e per
| milkted For your vwn sake, midans, we
| nre competied 1o ask you for \be satchel
under your, seat It wil b= rped W

i when the packagy s retnoved.”

“OnE moment,” 4 Lhe
mian, ndigoamly, *

whaolnn Fou Dave §

| joined us I 1
nstontibed Kes oie of Tour confe
aAtes?"

e
NEithe
hiru

rurnid

ALTRan,

1
We lin

BOETHE 46l

| F
relisvid
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| turther resy
rectoabt [y

ow emp y I®

wmpsedd loto

his usual taciturnity drove o tnfle less
recklysaly to the station, where be grimly
get duwn s brulsed and disconfited
passengers. As Kerm with them be

could ot help percelving
late orator’s' explanation Xl
from their fate nor the driver's s
rolioration of his respectabiblity bud pacified
them. For n timw this omuséd bim, par-
tleukirly as he could not Help remembering
that he first appeansd to them btoside the
myskterious horsceouan whom soie ope
thought hind been Mentified as one of the
minska. But he was bot o lttle piguel to
find that the fair cnknown appsancd to pur-
ticlpata in their feelings, amnd Lis  finst
civility to her met with a chilling response,

=T the

Iy cor-

strangely revived all his previous susplcions
and fet him o thinkimg. Was fhe singular
sapacity displuyed Uy the nratorio hisscarch
purely  ipwiitiyve? Could any ooe have
disclosed to him e secret of the prssengera’
hoards? Was It possible fur ber while
stting alone in the coach (o bave cunimm-
micated with the b Sadidenly the re-
niembrance flashed aonss W of leropening
the window [or fresh alr! Bhe coold have
casily then dropped some signal. If this
were B0, and she really was the colprit, Ig
wasquitepalural forherownan fety that she
should encourage the pusserigers in thelr
albwurd suspicion of himscll! His dying
interest revived:n few moments ago he had
half resolved o gbandon s guest and turn
ek at Three Pios Now he determiond
to follow her to the emd. it hedid not ins
dulge In oy further sophisity regnrding
his duty, yet, in & pew Scnse of hobor. he
did not drenm of retallating upon her by
communicating his suspliclons to bis fellow
passangers.
le tok his & 00 the Wp amd retglms
there until they reached Jamestown in the
agarly eveping. Hers o number of his de-
spolled eompanlons were obliged to walt
to communpicate with their fricads, Happily
the exemption tMRT had mwade theon fudig-
pant endabbind him to continue his journey
with o full parse.  But e was content with
a modest surveillaog: of tee lady from the
tap of the: coach.

On arriving it Stockton this marveiflance
became loss cisy. it was the tenuinus
of the stage mout® dand the divergenie of
others by boat and rad., U be were lpcky
onougt 1o disosver Which one the lady took.
his presence now wogld be oagoe mar kel aml
nlght excite ber suspicion. t here a clr-
cumstancs, which pe alo olieved to be
providentfal, dstesnined hitm. As the
luggagt was belng femoved from the top of
e coach he overbesrl the ageat tell the ex-

Even then, in the ge al distiusion of |
his reoinnee reganding her. this d have |
been only & momeniary annorance; but it

When the coach started agnin |

|

—

Luis. Eey wasseized with an ea wihich
sesined o solve the diTicalty, although it
iovolved a risk of losing the cloe eatirely,
There were Ewo roules tao San Lils, ote was
by stages and direct, though slower; e
ciher by steamboat and rall, vis San Fruge
clacy,  If he ook the boat tlene was less
danger of her discovering Lim, even 1f she
Cline The SAIDE CODVEYAN », If she ook Lhe
direct stage—and he trusted o 0 Woman's
of the hurry clinnge n.m.l"
enb for that choloe— e would sull
8an Lnis, vih San Fraocisco, an
e her He res Take the

Bour e

Y u
boat; & careldl scrutiny frofm a BEALEDOOM
window of the ar paasengers oo the
gangplank, satislied hin thas she Bad’
preferred th age There was still whe
ti g sight of her sbe gk
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and superstiiouns [uabion, as Lo
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Plainfleld, N. J., Aug. 24 —Whils asaj
Ing to curry a bu up slales
Crescéint Haotel P lad ol
night, Albert Tazlor lia T
feil down the Might of Seps
tumibled down after him and st
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DR. CZARRA,

802 F s nw, Washington, D. C
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